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Tours and Dinner at Biopolis

Wednesday, February 11th 2009
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As part of your attendance at the Chromatin and/or Stem Cells conference, you are invited to participate in tours of the research units at Biopolis, followed by drinks and a light dinner sponsored by A*STAR. 
Tours 

After lunch on Wednesday, all delegates will be transported to Biopolis (approx. 20 minutes). Scientific sessions will continue in the Auditorium there until 5.30pm, after which delegates can go on tours to experience more of Biopolis. Dinner will also be provided.

Tours to the research units will be held between (approx.) 5.30 and 6.30pm. Each tour will last about 20 – 30 minutes and include a brief overview of the research unit activities.

As tour groups are limited in size and will be organized in advance, I would be grateful if you could please complete and return the attached form, indicating your preferences by Thursday January 22 (we cannot guarantee places for forms received after this time). 
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Yes

I would like to take a tour, please indicate your preferences below and we will make our best endeavors to accommodate your choices.

Yes


I would like to stay for drinks/dinner but not the tour.

Please indicate up 3 tours you would like to attend, in order of preference (#1, #2 and #3) and we will try our best to arrange the schedule for you to attend your top 2 tours. (Descriptions of Biopolis and each unit are appended below.)

	List of available tours at Biopolis (Please indicate up to 3 tours in order of preference) 

	
	(1) Bioinformatics Institute (BII) – www.bii.a-star.edu.sg

	
	(2) Bioprocessing Technology Institute (BTI) – www.bti.a-star.edu.sg

	
	(3) Experimental Therapeutics Centre (ETC) – www.etc.a-star.edu.sg

	
	(4) Genome Institute of Singapore (GIS) – www.gis.a-star.edu.sg

	
	(5) Institute of Bioengineering and Nanotechnology (IBN) – www.ibn.a-star.edu.sg

	
	(6) Institute of Medical Biology (IMB) – www.imb.a-star.edu.sg

	
	(7) Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology (IMCB) – www.imcb.a-star.edu.sg

	
	(8) Singapore Bioimaging Consortium (SBIC) – www.sbic.a-star.edu.sg

	
	(9) Singapore Immunology Network (SIgN) – www.sign.a-star.edu.sg


Dinner

Dietary requirements as indicated on your conference registration will be accommodated for.  Return transport to the Pan Pacific Hotel will also be arranged.
About Biopolis

Conceived as a cornerstone of a much broader vision to build up the biomedical sciences industry in Singapore, the Biopolis is a purpose-built biomedical research hub where researchers from the public and private sectors are co-located. 

Developed by JTC Corporation at a cost of S$500 million, Phase 1 of Biopolis comprises a seven-building complex linked by skybridges and offers a built-up area of 185,000 sqm. Two buildings, Chromos and Helios, are dedicated to biomedical players from the private sector. The other five (Centros, Genome, Matrix, Nanos and Proteos) house the biomedical research institutes of the Agency of Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR), Singapore's lead agency for scientific research and development under the aegis of the Ministry of Trade and Industry. At steady state, a fully occupied Biopolis in Phase 1 will be home to 2,000 scientists. 
In late 2006, Phase 2 of Biopolis, comprising a further two buildings Neuros and Immunos was completed; this provides an additional 37,000 square metres of built-up area. With continued demand by biotech companies for space at Biopolis, Phase 3 broke ground in April 2008. Biopolis Phase 3, which is scheduled for completion by the last quarter of 2009, comprises two buildings which measure 41,505 square metres in Gross Floor Area.



Biopolis is home to A*STAR’s biomedical research institutes, as well as corporate laboratories and other players in the biomedical field. Some tenants at Biopolis include: GSK Centre for Cognitive and Neurodegenerative Disorders, Novartis Institute for Tropical Diseases (NITD), Lilly Singapore Centre for Drug Discovery, Takeda Singapore, the British High Commission’s S&T Office, swissnex, RIKEN Singapore Representative Office.
The Biopolis research community is fully supported by state-of-the-art infrastructure including shared research resources and services catering to the full spectrum of R&D activities and graduate training. The shared services and resources aim to provide a wide range of scientific and support services to Biopolis tenants in a cost-effective manner, and also help to promote collaboration amongst the different research entities located at Biopolis.
	About the research units at Biopolis

	(1) Bioinformatics Institute (BII) – www.bii.a-star.edu.sg
The Bioinformatics Institute (BII) was established in 2001 and focuses on theoretical approaches aimed at understanding biomolecular mechanisms that underlie biological phenomena, the development of computational methods to support this discovery process, and experimental verification of predicted molecular and cellular functions of genes and proteins with biochemical methods.

	(2) Bioprocessing Technology Institute (BTI) – www.bti.a-star.edu.sg
Established in 1990 as the Bioprocessing Technology Unit, it was renamed the Bioprocessing Technology Institute (BTI) in 2003. The research institute’s mission is to develop manpower capabilities and establish cutting-edge technologies relevant to the bioprocessing community. Some key research areas include expression engineering, animal cell technology, stem cell research, microbial fermentation, downstream purification and analytics.

	(3) Experimental Therapeutics Centre (ETC) – www.etc.a-star.edu.sg
With the increasing role played by academic institutions in translating scientific discoveries into practical applications, from engaging in early stage drug discovery and development, to developing innovative research tools for clinical analysis, and setting up public-private partnerships to facilitate the advancement of drug candidates, the Experimental Therapeutics Centre (ETC) was established to mine the gap between basic and applied biomedical research. The ETC is organized around core technologies, namely: protein production, mass spectrometry, antibody technologies, assay development, high throughput screening, informatics, stem cell technology, medicinal chemistry and technology development.

	(4) Genome Institute of Singapore (GIS) – www.gis.a-star.edu.sg
The Genome Institute of Singapore (GIS) is a national initiative with a global vision that seeks to use genomic sciences to improve public health and public prosperity. Established in 2001 as a centre for genomic discovery, the GIS will pursue the integration of technology, genetics and biology towards the goal of individualized medicine. The key research areas at the GIS include Systems Biology, Stem Cell & Developmental Biology, Cancer Biology & Pharmacology, Human Genetics, Infectious Diseases, Genomic Technologies, and Computational & Mathematical Biology. The genomics infrastructure at the GIS is utilized to train new scientific talent, to function as a bridge for academic and industrial research, and to explore scientific questions of high impact.

	(5) Institute of Bioengineering and Nanotechnology (IBN) – www.ibn.a-star.edu.sg
The Institute of Bioengineering and Nanotechnology (IBN) conducts research at the cutting-edge of bioengineering and nanotechnology. Its programs are geared towards linking multiple disciplines across all fields in engineering, science and medicine to produce research breakthroughs that will improve healthcare and our quality of life. Its research activities are focused on the following areas: drug and gene delivery, cell and tissue engineering, pharmaceuticals synthesis and nanobiotechnology, biosensors and biodevices.




	(6) Institute of Medical Biology (IMB) – www.imb.a-star.edu.sg
The Institute of Medical Biology (IMB) started operating in April 2007 with a coalescence of research programmes from the Centre for Molecular Medicine and the laboratories of the Singapore Stem Cell Consortium. Research activities in IMB today range across stem cells, development and differentiation, cancer and genetic diseases. The IMB is led by Executive Director, Professor Birgitte Lane.

	(7) Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology (IMCB) – www.imcb.a-star.edu.sg
The Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology (IMCB) was established in 1987 to help develop and support biomedical R&D capabilities in Singapore.  Today, it has established itself as a world-class research institute in biomedical sciences with core strengths in Cell Biology, Developmental Biology, Structural Biology, Infectious Diseases, Cancer Biology and Translational Research. Some of its achievements include being part of an international consortium which successfully sequenced the entire pufferfish (Fugu) genome, winning the Nikkei Prize, licensing of DNA methylation technology to Hitachi Asia Ltd. for cancer diagnostics development,and the development of SARS and malaria diagnostic kits. The IMCB is led by Executive Director, Professor Neal Copeland.

	(8) Singapore Bioimaging Consortium (SBIC) – www.sbic.a-star.edu.sg
The Singapore Bioimaging Consortium (SBIC) has a main vision to build a coordinated national programme of imaging research and bring together the substantial strengths in the engineering and physical sciences with those in the biomedical sciences. The SBIC’s intramural programme comprises four laboratories and an independent research group, namely the Lab of Molecular Imaging (LMI), the Lab of Metabolic Medicine (LMM), the Lab of Bioimaging Probe Development (LBPD), the Biomedical Imaging Lab (BIL) and the Bio-optical Imaging Group.

	(9) Singapore Immunology Network (SIgN) – www.sign.a-star.edu.sg
SIgN, officially inaugurated on 15 January 2008, is a research consortium under A*STAR's Biomedical Research Council aimed at building on the strengths of the existing immunology research groups at A*STAR, as well as expanding and strengthening the immunology research expertise in Singapore. The scientific focus of SIgN is to study Immune-regulation during Infection, Inflammation, Autoimmunity and Cancer. It encompasses the investigation of immunity in the tissues in physiological and pathological conditions. They include skin, lung, gut, kidney and liver, as well as immune responses in lymphoid organs and in the blood.



