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Antibody Isotypes

antigen
binding
W/ o I Bl <>
=—
: -
heavy chain Y
-
A
N _.\
Ny
S~

In mammals, antibodies can be divided into five isotypes or classes: I1gG, IgM, IgA, IgD and IgE, based on the
number of Y units and the type of heavy chain. Heavy chains of IgG, IgM, IgA, IgD, and IgE, are known as gamma,
mu, alpha, delta, and epsilon, respectively.
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